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Information about Vaping Public Health Crisis Executive Order 19-09 

 
1. Why is vaping a concern? 
 
On September 26 the Oregon Health Authority (OHA) issued a public health warning 
to urge Oregonians to stop vaping immediately. The warning came after the second 
vaping-related death was confirmed in the state. As of October 8, nine cases of 
vaping-related lung illness have been reported.  
 
Oregon is a part of a national investigation and the exact cause of vaping-related lung 
illness has not yet been determined. 
 
Before the current cases of acute respiratory illness occurred, OHA was already 
concerned about the health risks of vaping products. A recent report by the agency 
details the health risks for the products including nicotine addiction, exposure to 
toxic chemicals known to cause cancer and increases in blood pressure. 
 
2. Where can I find more information about the vaping crisis in Oregon? 
 
Information about the ongoing investigation into vaping products can be found on 
OHA’s vaping investigation website at www.healthoregon.org/vapingillness.  
 
3. How can I get help quitting? 
 
People who experience symptoms of the illness after using vaping products, such as 
shortness of breath, cough or chest pain, should immediately seek medical attention. 
For those who need help quitting vaping cannabis and nicotine, support is available, 
including: 
 
Oregon Quit Line—The Oregon Quit Line is a free, telephone and web-based program 
that helps youth and adults quit vaping. It offers free confidential, evidence-based 
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counseling and materials. Callers 18 years and older can receive nicotine 
replacement therapy in the form of patches or gum.  
 
The Quit Line is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
• English: 1-800-QUIT-NOW (1-800-784-8669) or www.quitnow.net/oregon  
• Spanish: 1-855-DÉJELO-YA (1-855-335-35692) or www.quitnow.net/oregonsp  
• TTY: 1-877-777-6534 
 
Truth Initiative—Truth Initiative® is a free, confidential, 24/7 texting program for 
young people who vape. Text DITCHJUUL to 88709 or visit 
https://truthinitiative.org/research-resources/quitting-smoking-vaping/quitting-e-
cigarettes. 
 
Oregon’s Alcohol and Drug Helpline—The Alcohol and Drug Helpline serves anyone in 
Oregon who needs information, support or access to resources and treatment for 
alcohol or drug use. If you or someone you know needs help, the Alcohol and Drug 
Helpline is free, confidential, and available 24-7, 365-days-a-year. Call 800-923-4357 
or Text RecoveryNow to 839863. 
 
SAMHSA’s National Helpline—SAMHSA’s National Helpline is a free, confidential, 
24/7, 365-day-a-year treatment referral and information service (in English and 
Spanish) for individuals and families who need support quitting substances other 
than nicotine. Call 1-800-662-HELP (4357). 
 
4. What does Executive Order 19-09 do? 
 
On Friday, October 4, Governor Kate Brown issued Executive Order 19-09. This 
Executive Order directs the Oregon Health Authority (OHA) and the Oregon Liquor 
Control Commission (OLCC) to adopt rules that temporarily ban the sale of all 
flavored vaping products for up to 180 days. The Executive Order establishes a work 
group to advise the Governor and state agencies on policy recommendations that 
the state and local governments can take to address the vaping-related lung illness. 
 
In addition, the Executive Order calls for OHA and OLCC to: 

• Adopt additional rules as the investigation of vaping-related lung illness 
proceeds; 

• Develop consumer warnings for THC and non-THC vaping products; 
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• Develop reporting rules on vaping-related illness and injury for health care 
providers; 

• Expand easy access to FDA-approved cessation methods; 
• Implement a statewide prevention and education campaign; and  
• Submit legislative proposals with long-term solutions to reduce public health 

harms from vaping. 

The Executive Order applies to THC and non-THC vaping products, including nicotine.  
 
5. What does a temporary ban on flavored vaping products mean? 
 
Executive Order 19-09 bans the sale of all flavored vaping products, including online 
sales, to consumers in Oregon. This means that any retail establishments that 
currently sell flavored vaping products will no longer legally be allowed to sell them 
after administrative rules take effect. This includes all tobacco and cannabis 
(marijuana and hemp) vaping products that contain natural or artificial flavors like 
chocolate, menthol, mint, wintergreen, alcoholic or non-alcoholic beverages, herb, or 
spice, or any others. Only tobacco-flavored tobacco or nicotine products will be 
allowed for sale, as well as marijuana-flavored marijuana or THC products using only 
marijuana-derived flavorings, including terpenes. 
 
6. What does a ban on identified causes mean? 
 
The Executive Order also includes a ban on identified causes. That means that as the 
national investigation into vaping-related lung illness continues, additional products 
could be banned if they are identified as causing the disease or contain a substance 
that is identified as causing the disease. 
 
7. Where can I find more information about the requirement for providers to 

report cases of vaping-related lung illness? 
 
Information about the requirement for providers to report vaping-related lung 
disease can be found at www.healthoregon.org/vapingillness.  
 
8. Where do I get more information? 
 
OHA is posting information about Oregon’s response here as it becomes available: 
www.healthoregon.org/vaping.  
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This site includes links to the Oregon Tobacco Quit Line, an FAQ for the public, and 
information for clinicians.  
 
Specific questions about how the policy will affect businesses, for example, from 
recreational marijuana dispensaries or e-cigarette retailers, should be directed to the 
Governor’s Office:  

• Share Your Opinion page: https://www.oregon.gov/gov/Pages/share-your-
opinion.aspx 

• Governor’s Constituent Services Office: 503-378-4582 
• Mail: 

Governor Brown 
Attn: Citizens' Representative 
160 State Capitol 
900 Court Street 
Salem, Oregon 97301-4047 

 
Information about tobacco control and prevention can be found on OHA’s tobacco 
prevention webpage here: 
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/PREVENTIONWELLNESS/TOBACCOPREVENTION/Pa
ges/Program-Information.aspx 
 
9. How do I get rid of my vape pen safely? 
 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) recommends that people who 
choose to dispose of e-liquids or vape pens make sure they are disposed of properly.  

 
• Nicotine vape pens and e-liquids: Take these to a facility that accepts household 

hazardous waste. Find a facility by county or call (toll-free) 800-732-9253 or 503-
234-3000.  

• Cannabis vape pens and e-liquids: These will not be accepted at household 
hazardous waste sites or standard drug take back locations. Visit Oregon Liquor 
Control Commission’s “Marijuana Waste Webpage” (http://go.usa.gov/xVJHA) for 
information as to how to dispose of these materials. 
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If you can’t get to one of these locations, you can dispose of vaping products in the 
regular trash. Remove the batteries for recycling. DEQ recommends visiting the 
call2Recycle website to find battery collection locations, including retail outlets like 
Home Depot, Lowe’s, Staples, Best Buy and Walmart. 
 
10. As a retailer, how do I dispose of flavored vaping products? 
 

For retailers who do not want to keep vape pens and e-liquids as products: 

• Oregon Department of Environmental Quality recommends unused products be 
returned to the manufacturer or producer. 

• If disposed, the retailer will need to identify whether some of these items are 
hazardous waste and ensure they dispose of their waste properly. 

• DEQ hazardous waste technical assistance program staff can help retailers figure 
out how to tell which types of waste they have and what their options are for 
disposal. 
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