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Presentation Overview

PROPERTY TAXES

➢ ALL Special Assessment Programs

➢ Forestland Special Assessment

➢ Forestland Valuation

HARVEST TAXES

➢ Forest Products Harvest Tax

➢ Small Tract Forestland Severance Tax

OWNERSHIP & ASSESSMENT

➢ Large Industrial Owners vs. Small Forestland Owners
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Special Assessment

Programs Available

• Farm Use - Exclusive Farm Use Zone  (EFU)

• Farm Use - Non-Exclusive Farm Use  (Non-EFU)

• Designated Forestland  (DFL)

– Western Oregon

– Eastern Oregon

• Small Tract Forestland  (STF)  

• Farm & Forest Homesites

• Conservation Easement (CE)

• Wildlife Habitat  (WLH)
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WILDLIFE HABITAT PROGRAM – PARTICIPATING COUNTIES 4

https://www.dfw.state.or.us/lands/whcmp/landowner_guide.pdf



Forestland Special 

Assessment

 Oregon Forestland (HBU, Designated)

ORS 321.257 – 321.390 (Western) 

ORS 321.805 – 321.855 (Eastern)

 Small Tract Forestland (STF)

ORS 321.700 – 321.754



Oregon Forestland
 7.3 million acres are taxed as        

Forestland statewide:

 Highest & Best Use Forestland (HBU)

 Designated Forestland (DFL)

 Owners apply to be in DFL program

 Application to County Assessor

 Apply by April 1 of first tax year

 Meet qualification criteria – approved by County

 No application for HBU (Classified as Forestland)

 Ownerships of 2 acres or more



Small Tract Forestland (STF)
 OPTIONAL for Ownerships of

10 to 5,000 acres of Oregon forestland

 FL Valued at 20% of SAV/MSAV

 660 thousand acres assessed in STF

 Owners apply to be in STF program

 Application to County Assessor

 Apply by April 1 of first tax year

 DFL and HBU forestland may qualify

 Meet qualification criteria – approved by County

 STF Severance Tax at Harvest



Program Comparison

Forestland

 Tax is computed at 100% of 

the specially assessed 

value (paid annually to the 

county)

STF

 Tax is computed at 20% of 

the specially assessed 

value (paid annually to the 

county)

 Additional tax is paid when 

timber is harvested     

(STF-Severance Tax)



Forestland Valuation

 Specially Assessed Values (SAV) set by 

Department of Revenue

 SAV is the Real Market Value of 

HBU Forestland (per Acre)

 Values are determined using the 
methodology in OAR 150-321-0200

 Forestland Sales

 8 Productivity Classes

 FA – FG,   FX
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Valuation Timeline

 January 1 - Assessment Date

 April 1 - Proposed values

 Prior to May 1 - Hold hearing/receive input

 June 1 - Certify values to County Assessors



Timber Tax Programs

 Forest Products Harvest Tax

(ORS 321.005 – 321.185)

 Small Tract Forestland Severance Tax

(ORS 321.726 – 321.754)

 Taxe$ collected and distributed by DOR



Forest Products Harvest Tax
 Due on ALL timber harvests (from both public and 

private lands)

 Tax is based on net volume harvested

 2019 Rate = $4.2811 per MBF

 Established by Oregon Legislature every 2 Yrs.

 First 25 MBF exempt

 Taxpayer must file FPHT Return – Due January 31

➢ Taxpayer = “Timber Owner” from ODF-NOAP



Forest Products Harvest Tax

 Funds specific programs:

 ODF - Oregon Forest Practices Act

 ODF - Emergency Fire Fund

 OSU - Forestry Research

 OSU - College of Forestry

 Oregon Forest Resources Institute

 DOR Distributes Funds Quarterly
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STF Severance Tax
 Imposed on timber harvested from STF lands

 In Addition to FPHT

 Tax is based on net volume harvested
 $5.98 per MBF – Western OR (2019)

 $4.65 per MBF – Eastern OR

 Indexed Rate (Annual & typically +3%)

 Taxpayer must file STF Return – Jan. 31

 DOR Distributes Funds Annually:
 60% State School Fund to Schools K-12 

 5% Community Colleges

 35% to the County Taxing District
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FORESTLAND OWNERSHIP & 

ASSESSMENT  

CLATSOP COUNTY
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