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Summary of September 19, 2019 1 

Countywide Citizen Advisory Committee Meeting #4 2 

Judge Guy Boyington Building 3 

857 Commercial Street 4 

Astoria, OR 97103 5 

 6 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Andy Davis, CCAC Chair. 7 

 8 

CCAC Members Present CCAC Commissioners Absent Staff Present Public Present 
Andy Davis  Gail Henrikson Diane Jette 
Jan Mitchell   Comm. Lianne Thompson 
Harold Gable   Mike Seppa 
Patrick Corcoran   Misty Ogier 
Robert Stricklin   Nancy Ferber 
Theodore Lundy   Pamela Matson McDonald 
Cheryl Johnson   Lisa Phipps 
James Coughlin   Larry Nelson 
Jim Alegria   Susana Gladwin 
Ron Weber    

    
Welcome and Introductions 9 

The CCAC members, staff and members of the public introduced themselves.   10 

 11 

Review of August 15, 2019 Meeting Summary: 12 

The Committee reviewed the meeting summary.  No comments or corrections were provided. 13 

 14 

Planning Area CAC Liaison Reports: 15 

Clatsop Plains (CPCAC): Robert Stricklin stated that the September CPCAC meeting had been cancelled. 16 

 17 

Lewis and Clark Olney Wallooskee (LWCOWCAC): Jim Coughlin stated that he had nothing to report as the 18 

next LWCOWCAC meeting would not be held until the following week. 19 

 20 

Northeast (NECAC): Cheryl Johnson stated that the NECAC had met on September 5th. She said that the 21 

committee had discussed climate change, dikes, tide gates, drainage, public transit, emergency evacuation 22 

and housing issues.  She informed the CCAC that there is only one house on the Northeast planning area 23 

that is for sale that is listed under $300,000.  24 

 25 

Regarding the committee’s discussion of Goal 3 – Agricultural Lands, Ms. Johnson stated that two of the 26 

NECAC members are farmers.  She stated that the NECAC may draft policies to be included in Goal 3. 27 

 28 

Mr. Davis asked what issues, specifically, related to climate change had the NECAC discussed.  Ms. Johnson 29 

stated that the committee discussed sea level rise. 30 

 31 

Southwest Coastal (SWCCAC): Tod Lundy discussed the SWCCAC’s third meeting on September 11th.  He 32 

clarified that the SWCCAC’s recommendation that building permits should be delayed for a week to give 33 

neighbors an opportunity to respond to planning staff pertained only to permits which would modify the 34 

exterior of the property. He added that the exception to interior permits would be for permits that would 35 

create new bedrooms with dedicated baths.  36 



 

 2 

He stated that Charles Dice, Chair of the SWCCAC wants to planning staff to find a way to forecast and 1 

restrict development of rural communities commiserate with the capacity of the local water and sewer 2 

district. 3 

 4 

Mr. Lundy stated that the SWCCAC had discussed the capacity of the county to limit short-term rentals in 5 

ways similar to Cannon Beach.  He added that the intent would be to preserve the local utilities, roads and 6 

livability for residents.   7 

 8 

Mr. Lundy then read the seven resolutions that had been supported by the SWCCAC with regard to Goal 2.  9 

A copy of the resolutions is attached. 10 

 11 

Elsie-Jewell / Seaside Rural (EJSRCAC): Ron Weber stated the EJSRCAC had met on September 17 and that 12 

four members of the public had attended. He stated that the committee had discussed the difference 13 

between urban and rural impacts to wetlands. He stated that the EJSRCAC members had agreed that more 14 

housing needed to be created and he asked how more housing could be constructed on forest lands. 15 

 16 

Mr. Davis asked what was driving the need for additional housing.  Mr. Weber stated that the housing stock 17 

in the area was aging and that there was a strong demand for housing in the planning area.  He cited as an 18 

example the new resident deputy in the Elsie-Jewell area who needed housing.  Mr. Alegria asked whether 19 

there was sufficient water supply to support additional housing.  Mr. Weber stated that the committee had 20 

not considered the availability of water. 21 

 22 

Mr. Weber stated that the EJSRCAC had also discussed traffic issues, particularly with regard to Highway 26.  23 

He stated that the committee agreed that there needed to be additional safe turn-outs, lower speeds, and 24 

more double-yellow lines on this roadway. 25 

 26 

Mr. Weber also stated that the committee had discussed impacts to the planning area related to the 27 

production of hemp.  Specifically, the biggest concern was the odors created by outdoor growing of hemp. 28 

 29 

Mr. Weber also discussed concerns the committee had raised regarding wildfires. He stated that homeless 30 

persons would sometimes start fires and other times people would start fires in August, during the driest 31 

part of the fire season. 32 

 33 

Mr. Stricklin asked whether anyone was growing hops in the planning area.  Mr. Weber stated that he was 34 

not aware of anyone growing hops. 35 

 36 

Clatsop Soil and Water Conservation District Presentation: 37 

Ms. Henrikson introduced Misty Metcalf Ogier from the Clatsop Soil and Water Conservation District. She 38 

stated that Ms. Ogier would be giving a presentation to the committee about the work of the District and 39 

the issues and concerns related to agriculture in the county.  40 

 41 

Ms. Ogier shared her PowerPoint presentation (attached) with the committee members and public.  She 42 

provided a brief history of the district.  She stated that the district works with farms, fisheries and forestry, 43 

but is non-regulatory. The district has the ability to secure a permanent tax rate, with voter approval, and 44 

can also issue general obligation bonds with voter approval. She added that the district’s focus at this time 45 

is on making sure streams are vegetated and that there is not manure run-off into streams. 46 

 47 

Ms. Ogier stated that the district receives $6,000 per year from the County, which is used as a match for 48 

grants that the district applies for.  Commissioner Thompson asked whether the district could do more with 49 
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regard to noxious weeds if the County provided additional funding.  Ms. Ogier replied that there are new 1 

grant funds available for weed control. 2 

 3 

Jim Coughlin asked whether there were any regulations regarding the disposition of plastic wrapping 4 

around bales.  Mike Seppa stated that the wrappers are being properly removed and disposed of.  Ms. 5 

Johnson in the Northeast planning area and that some of the wrappings are being burned. Ms. Henrikson 6 

stated that any burning of plastics is prohibited and should always be reported to DEQ.  The committee 7 

continued to discuss the plastic wrapping materials and the difference between silage and hay.  It was 8 

suggested that one way to dispose of the plastic wrappings was to convert them to heating oil. 9 

 10 

The group recessed for a short break from 5:45 – 5:52 p.m. 11 

 12 

Goal 3 Discussion: 13 

Ms. Henrikson provided a brief overview of Goal 3. 14 

 15 

Mr. Davis opened the discussion by asking how zoning affected farming. 16 

 17 

Mr. Stricklin stated that soil maps were more important than zoning maps with regard to agriculture. 18 

 19 

Susana Gladwin stated that housing was previously required to be clustered. She discussed taxation issues 20 

associated with agricultural exemptions and the impacts from “Wall street forestry”. 21 

 22 

Patrick Corcoran that in many areas of the county such as Knappa, there are small farms, but that policies 23 

are written larger farms. He added that some state land use rules were spawned by events in the 24 

Willamette Valley. 25 

 26 

The committee discussed the minimum lot size requirements and how that might affect crop choices.  The 27 

committee also discussed changes in farming technologies and markets. There was a consensus among 28 

committee members that the county should focus on helping small farmers. 29 

 30 

Larry Nelson stated that the food supply in the United States will changes over the next 20 years and that 31 

there would be a stronger emphasis on locally-grown food. 32 

 33 

The group discussed biosource waste and that it was primarily being used in pet food instead of fertilizers. 34 

The committee conceded that such a fertilizer will likely be odorous and might negatively impact neighbors.  35 

The group continued to discuss odors associated with dairies and fertilizers. There was discussion about 36 

allowing residential development adjacent to agricultural activities.  The committee wondered with the 37 

county could limit farming practices on non-resource lands. 38 

 39 

Mr. Coughlin stated that he would like to see language included in the comprehensive plan that would 40 

encourage farmers to use best practices.  The committee discussed what those best practices might be.  41 

Ms. Johnson stated that the purpose of Goal 3 should be to protect agricultural lands, not to make life nice 42 

for people in the suburbs.  She encouraged the addition of extra protections for small farms. 43 

 44 

The committee discussed the agricultural census information that had been provided in the background 45 

materials. The committee raised questions about what had happened to the large farms that came out of 46 

circulation and what had happened to the dairy farms. 47 

 48 



 

 4 

Due to time constraints, the committee agreed to continue its Goal 3 discussions to their next meeting.  1 

Ms. Henrikson reminded the group of the Forest Practices Act workshop that would be held on October 2 

17th.  She stated that this workshop would take the place of the Countywide CAC October meeting. 3 

 4 

Public Comment and Input: 5 

No further public input was provided. 6 

 7 

Closing Comments and Adjournment: 8 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:47pm. 9 


























