
GOAL 4: FOREST LANDS

Oregon's forests are some of the most productive in the world. While commercial timber
harvest has declined in the last few decades, it remains a major economic contributor to our
state’s economy. Forests in Oregon cover more than 30 million acres, about 48 percent of the
state. In Clatsop County, over 80% of the lands are zoned as forest lands.

Goal 4 protects working forest land around the state, preserving it for commercial forestry while
recognizing its value for fish and wildlife habitat, recreation, and protection of air and water
quality.

The goal requires counties to identify forest land, designate it as such on the comprehensive
plan map, and zone it consistently with state rules. The goal defines forest land in two ways.
One way is based on productivity, as measured by the U.S. Forest Service. The other is by
making a judgement about whether land is suitable for other, non-commercial forest uses, such
as watershed protection, fish and wildlife habitat, and recreation.

Goal 4 places development restrictions on forest lands. These restrictions seek to prevent
activities that could conflict with forestry practices. Local zoning regulations prevent forest land
from being divided into parcels too small to manage effectively for timber, habitat, recreation,
watershed protection, and other purposes. Some forest parcels qualify for a dwelling.
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