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As representatives of Clatsop County citizens, we are more convinced than ever that   
Clatsop County’s diverse recreational holdings are among our most valuable assets.    

What we have discovered gives us a deeper appreciation for the privilege of living here 
and stronger commitment to pass this on as a legacy for future generations. 

-Clatsop County Recreational Lands Master Plan Task Force 

         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you to the citizens of Clatsop County who attended public meetings,  
participated in the survey and symposium and reviewed the draft reports. 
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INTRODUCTION   
 
It is significant that the Clatsop County Recreational Lands 
Master Plan Task Force (the “Task Force”) went about its work 
during 2005 and 2006 – 200 years after Lewis & Clark’s Corps 
of Discovery reached the mouth of the Columbia River.  The 
Corps set foot in this area November 26, 1805.  They camped 
near the present-day John Day boat ramp after crossing the 
Columbia River at Aldrich Point.  On December 9, the Corps 
started construction of Fort Clatsop to make their winter 
home.  For three and one-half months they explored this area.  
Captain Lewis wrote more in his journal about what he 
discovered here than anywhere else on the journey.   
 
The 12 Clatsop County citizens on this task force served as a 
latter-day Corps of Discovery, taking an inventory of existing 
parks and recreation sites, examining the many details of 
parks management and operation, and exploring ways to 
preserve some of our most valuable resources.  The report 
that they produced is a comprehensive examination of the 
demand and supply of outdoor recreation in Clatsop County, 
including an in-depth examination of the county-owned 
resources.  It is an update to the 1992 Clatsop County 
Recreational Lands Master Plan and, as such, is part of the 
county’s Comprehensive Plan.   
 
The Task Force’s report is organized into nine chapters:   
 
1. Planning Process  Key milestones in Oregon’s long history 
of land-use planning.    

2. Public Involvement  Methods of outreach and results 
obtained through involvement of Clatsop County citizens in the 
planning process.     

3. Clatsop County Today and Projected: Demand for 
Outdoor Recreation  Examination and analysis of current 
trends, conditions and outdoor recreation needs and demand.   

4. Recreational Providers: Overview of Resources and 
Supply  The broad spectrum of recreational providers, types 
of resources and inventories of current supply.  

“We need to take 
seriously the evidence 
that open space 
counts in human lives 
and that places where 
we play can be places 
of hope.” 
  
Martin J. Rosen 
Founding Member  
and President  
of the Trust for  
Public Lands  
1972-1977 
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5. Park System Goals, Objectives and Action Strategies  
Five identified planning goals with subsequent objectives and 
action strategies for parks and recreational lands.    

6. Definitions and Standards  Proposed park classification 
system to better manage, plan for and promote county park 
resources.    

7. County Parks & Recreational Lands  Benchmark data 
obtained in on-site inventories at county-owned parks and 
recreation sites.     

8. Park System Financial Analysis   A review of funding 
mechanisms currently in use or available, and recommended 
ways to achieve more stable funding.  

9. Park System Summary Recommendations and 
Capital Projects List  Recommendations for meeting 
recreation needs of residents and visitors in the next ten 
years. 

 

 
Building A Legacy 
 
We must remain aware of our role as land and water stewards 
of Clatsop County, with a responsibility to protect and 
preserve the quality of life we enjoy here today.  Economic 
growth, housing development and jobs should be balanced 
with the need to protect our resources.  Without a healthy 
environment we threaten our own health, water and food 
supplies, and the overall stability of natural systems that 
sustain us.    
 
Partnerships, a coordinating council, innovative funding 
strategies and marketing tools recommended in this report 
serve as effective means by which to bring about greater 
recognition of our common cultural, ecological and 
recreational values.  Above all, they reinforce the need to 
preserve and enhance these resources for future generations.     
  

 

“In the end, our 
society will be 
defined not only by 
what we create, but 
by what we refuse to 
destroy.” 
 
John Sawhill  
President of the 
Nature Conservancy 
1990-2000 
 

“Everybody needs 
beauty as well as 
bread, places to play in 
and pray in, where 
nature may heal and 
give strength to body 
and soul alike.”  
 
John Muir  
Sierra Club Founder 


